CONTENTS

Preface. ... .o i
Map. ..o iii
CHAPTER 1: THE LAND AND ITS PEOPLE . ... ...........
The Physical Environment..................o 2
The Economy ... 5
TheLanguage ..o 8
Religion. ... 12
Ethnic Groups...............ooooi 15
Blocksof Flats.............oooii 20
The Slovak Gardener....................co 22
Ice-Hockey (the second religion) ... 24
CHAPTER 2: SLOVAK IDENTITY AND INFLUENCE
THROUGH HISTORY ... ... . i 27
From the Beginning..................... 28
The Hungarian Factor ....................... 29
The Austrian Factor................ooo 30
The Austro-Hungarian Factor........................ 31
Germans and Jews in Slovak History .................... 34
The Yearsas Czechoslovakia.....................co, 37

An Independent Slovakia and the European Union................... 43



CHAPTER 3: THE BASICS: THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW. .. 47

National Holidays and Business Hours.........................L. 47

Climate. .. ..o 49

Arriving to Slovakia and Crossing Borders ........................... 50

Transportationand Travel ... 55

TakingaTaxi.............. 72

Currency and Money Matters ..., 73

Shopping ........ooiii 75

SCIVICES © ottt ettt e e e e 79

Print MediainEnglish ... 79

Numbers and Conversion Equivalents ... 80

Visitinga Public Toilet..................... 83

HealthIssues ... 83
CHAPTER 4: THE LAW . ... ... 87

Visas and Extended Stay Permits ... 87

Drivingin Slovakia ... 92

Crimeand Violence..................o 95

Corruption ... ... 98
CHAPTER 5: RELOCATING AND SETTLING IN ............ 99

Slovakia’s Capital: Bratislava .......................o 99

How to Look for Accommodation................................. 103

Where to livein Bratislava......................... 105

The Rental Agreement.............oo 107

Houschold Appliances...................o 108

Tclephone andInternet...................... 110

Televisionand Radio...................oo 112
CHAPTER 6: FOLKART AND CULTURE. ................. 115

Folk Ensembles and Groups .....................oc 117

Holiday Traditions..................... 119

Name-daysand Legends ... 125



CHAPTER 7: LEISURE AND RECREATION ................

Theater, Opera, ANdMUSIC. .o 129
Museums, Galleries,and Cinemas ..., 131
Nightlife............. 132
Outdoor ACHVItIES . .. .....vs i 134
Places of Interest ..........o.ooiiiiiiiiiii e 137
Seasonal Events. ... 141
CHAPTER 8: FOODAND DRINK . . ...
Typical Slovak Foods..................o 145
The Availability of Fresh Foods. ... 149
Coftecand Tea..........oooiii 150
Alcohol: Beer, Wine and the Harder Seuft ......................... 151
EatingOut................ 154
CHAPTER 9: SOCIAL AND BUSINESS CUSTOMS...........
Basic Greetings.................... 159
An Invitation to Someone’s Home .....................cooal, 160
A Few Notes on Business Etiquette ... 162

CHAPTER 10: SOME FINAL WORDS OF ADVICE

FOR SETTLING IN AND ADAPTING TO SLOVAK LIFE.... ..
APPENDICIES
A: Factsatyour Finger Tips: Slovakia ... 171
B:Resource Guide ........ooviiii 173
C: Useful Words and Phrasesin Slovak ............................ 177
D: Conversions and Measurements ................................ 183
E: The Slovak Calendar of Name-days ............................. 189
Aboutthe Author..............o 193



LIST OF TABLES

Table 1:  Language differences between Slovak and English . ....... 10
Table 2:  Slovak language study for foreigners.................... 11
Table 3: National holidays ..., 47
Table 4:  Bus schedule, Vienna Schwechat > Bratislava........... 52
Table S: International train routes — Bratislava Hlavna stanica.... 56
Table 6: Reading a domestic train ticket......................... 62
Table 7: Readingaregional busschedule........................ 67
Table 8: Readingalocal busschedule........................... 71
Table 9:  Chain Stores . .....ovuueeerieii i eeeeienenaenanns 78
Table 10: Services.....ouuiuererereiniiii it eieaaeaanananns 79
Table 11: Private medical centers............cooviiiuiiiinininn.. 84
Table 12: Emergency numbers...............ooooiii, 110
Table 13: Telephoning and Slovak phone numbers............... 110
Table 14: Television and radio stations................coovvuen.... 112
Table 15: Academictitles.........cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiann., 164

ICONS USED THROUGHOUT THIS BOOK

An aside or comment, additional to the primary
information within a chapter section.

A caution about possible problems or a warning
to proceed with care.

ATTENTION

3

“t:'\ Information that you may want to remember.
U

REMINDER

~

~— A reference to another section in the book or to
an additional resource for further information.

SEE MORE
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